Dear Parents,
I cannot believe that I am already writing the final newsletter of the
2016-17 school year. Time with your sweet children this year has
literally flown by here in the garden. It is with such great pride that
we can look back at what we have accomplished with our Leader In
Me program. The impact that we have seen over the last eight
months as we have adopted the mission of….. “Changing Our World,
One Little Leader at a Time” has resonated throughout our hallways.
I thank you for sharing stories of how this program has impacted your
households. It is going to be a twenty-four hour a day lifestyle.
Thank you also for your monetary support of this program. We are
seeing a change in climate here in each classroom as our students form a community, work together and share in each other’s success.
Our School Performance Score showed an increase to 129.2 helping us stay consistent as the second highest elementary school in the Caddo Parish public school system. Thank you for all that
you do to support our academic achievement.
Of course, one of the saddest things I do as principal is say good-bye to our fifth grade families.
Our fifth grade students have handled the academic work load, as well as all of the added responsibilities that come with being fifth grade students in our school beautifully. They have been excellent
role models for their kindergarten buddies, helping to make this first school experience so special.
They have created memories with these children that will last a life-time. It is always sad to see
wonderful students move on, but yet there is joy mixed with the sadness, as we believe each student has been prepared to be all that they can be as they travel on through middle school and high
school. We will miss you and your children very much, but send you off with appreciation for all
you have done and the memories we have shared. Thank you for so many great years!
A huge thank you goes to our PTA President, Elba Hamilton, and her Executive Board for leading
the way in many projects this year that have benefited our students. Students have enjoyed a new
iPad lab, standalone computers and programs to enhance instruction in the classroom . They have
loved every minute learning and exploring all of the many fun, educational activities they have engaged in using their iPads. I’ve said it so many times, but it is still true. We would not be the
school we are without your support and the funds you raise on our behalf. You can give your child
no greater gift than an excellent education—which is made possible through your membership and
support of PTA. Thank you!
Teacher and Staff Appreciation week was fabulous, as always. What a week—there are truly
no words to say thank you for all you did for each of us. We share such a special relationship with
our parents. This week allows us to visit with grade level moms each day, as we enjoy the treats
provided. Our teachers were so excited with your Teacher Appreciation gifts. Thank you to Jamie
Scoggin, Whitney Howell and their wonderful committee.
Kindergarten Round-Up We look forward to welcoming 88 new friends on our round -up day.
It is always so exciting to meet new families. Our students will perform “Happy Trails” as well as put
on a style show. Our new eagles are in for a treat as they receive a welcome to the nest t-shirt to
wear until they officially start Eden Gardens in August. I look forward to new friendships and partnerships.
Field Day I have ordered a day of sunshine for Friday, April 21 st so come and join us for field
day. It is always great to see our families come together for a day of fun.
With the ending of this school year, my thoughts naturally begin to think about the tasks that need
to be completed before we close the schoolhouse doors for a few weeks. First of all, I would ask
that as you shop for a backpack, please do not buy one that rolls. They are very dangerous in a
two story building, as it is hard for students to hold on to the railing and manage a huge backpack.
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Counselor’s Corner By Krista Wilburn
Happy Spring! Happy Easter! Happy Testing!
The time has come for our students to officially “show what they know!” As testing is fast approaching we are moving into high gear. Please put the following testing dates on your calendar and make
every effort to have your child here on time, well rested and well fed.
LEAP Computer Based Testing for 5th grade only: April 3 – April 20
LEAP Paper Based Testing for 3rd and 4th grade: May 1 – May 5
LEAP Paper Based Testing for 5th grade: May 5
12 Test-Taking Tips
1. Get a good night’s sleep before the test.
2. Have a nutritious breakfast.
3. Dress comfortably.
4. Bring all materials you need, such as pencils and erasers.
5. Relax, take slow, deep, breaths.
6. Follow directions carefully.
7. Read each question.
8. Answer the easy questions first.
9. Move on if you don’t know an answer.
10. Mark answers neatly. If you must erase, erase completely.
11. Review to make sure you have answered every question.
12. Don’t change any answers unless you are sure they’re wrong -- your first answer is more likely correct.
10 Ways to help your child do better on tests
1. Review the subject matter together for upcoming tests.
2. Make sure your child gets a good night’s rest before every test.
3. Serve your child a healthy breakfast on the test day.
4. Have your child dress comfortably and arrive at school on time.
5. Send your child off to school with words of praise and support.
6. Suggest that your child do deep breathing exercises to relax before the test begins.
7. Tell your child to follow directions carefully, and ask questions if something is not clear.
8. Advise your child to do the easiest parts of the test first, then the rest.
9. Remind your child to check over answers before turning in the test.
10. Encourage wanting to do well, but stress that one test won’t measure all your child can do.
Remember: Children who love learning are more likely to do better on tests. Instill a positive attitude about school.
10 ways to help build your child’s study skills
1. Set up a regular study time in a quiet, comfortable place where your child won’t have distractions.
2. Encourage daily study, even if there’s no homework. Reading and reviewing lessons will get your child in the habit of studying
every day.
3. Make sure your child keeps track of assignments and has all the study tools needed for homework.
4. Allow study breaks every 20 minutes or so, and offer nutritious snacks.
5. Help your child break large tasks into several smaller ones in order to study efficiently.
6. Have your child set goals before each assignment and organize study priorities to reach them.
7. Teach your child the value of being organized and keeping homework together.
8. Use study aids, such as quizzes, flashcards, and reading out loud to you.
9. Let your child know it’s OK to ask teachers for help and that you’re available, too.
10. Consider having our child study with a partner if it helps both of them to do better.
Remember – Always reward your child’s efforts to build study skills. Praise goes a long way!
10 Ways to help your child with homework
1. Let your child know that homework is valuable and important.
2. Set a regular time each day for homework, allowing some time to unwind after school before getting started.
3. Be sure your child has all essentials, such as papers, books, school notebooks, and pencils.
4. Help your child get organized by providing folders for papers and a calendar and/or assignment book to track assignments.
5. Have a quiet, clean, and well lit place to study with a comfortable chair. Keep all schoolwork there.
6. Discourage distractions, including TV, during study time. Allow study breaks every 20 minutes or so.
7. Be available to answer questions or help quiz your child, but keep homework as his or her responsibility to complete.
8. Spot check homework when it’s completed, but don’t correct assignments unless the teacher has asked you to.
9. Read any comments the teacher has made on returned assignments.
10. If a homework problem arises, contact the teacher for clarification.
Remember – Praise your child for homework done to the best of his or her ability.
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In the United States, National Volunteers Week is an annual celebration observed in April to
promote and show appreciation for volunteerism. It was established in 1974 by President
Nixon. It is sponsored by the Points of Light Institute, which was created in response to President George H. W. Bush’s inaugural speech in 1989, urging volunteers to become “a thousand points of light.” “We can find meaning and reward by serving some higher purpose than
ourselves, a shining purpose, the illumination of a thousand points of light…We all have
something to give.”
I thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you give to our school. From sending testing
snacks, to donations for Teacher Appreciation Week, selling chocolate bars, clipping Box
Tops, to helping in the classroom, the Eden Garden’s PTA is extremely thankful for our volunteers. These past three months have been really busy for our PTA, and we could have not
done it without your volunteer efforts. Thank you also to the Chocolate Sales Committee,
Cook’s Night Out Chair Sarah Miller, and Incentives Chair Christine Fortson for your leadership with these fundraisers!
Not only did we fundraise during the past three months, but our volunteers were also busy
helping in the classrooms to make sure our children were having a great time. There were so
many events and all ran smoothly thanks to our volunteers. The Louisiana Learning Carnival, Fourth in February, Dr. Seuss Day, Kite Day, Destination Imagination, Eagle Sprout meetings just to
name a few, would have not been possible without
your help.
One of the highlights of the past three months has
been the celebration of Teacher Appreciation Week.
The Committee under the direction of Co-Chairs Whitney Howell and Jamie Scoggin did an amazing job and
our teachers had a great week. Thanks to your overwhelming support and donations, we were even able
to provide meals for a less fortunate school without the
volunteer support to organize a Teacher Appreciation
Week. What a blessing to be able to bless others!
Throughout this past year, I have seen many of our
points of light in our school. I have been inspired by
your service to our school. I thank you for all you do
for our children, faculty and staff. Your service does
not go unnoticed. Your service has the power to spark
change and improve our community one child at a time.
President Bush also said in that 1989 inaugural speech: "My friends, we are not the sum of
our possessions. We cannot hope only to leave our children a bigger car, a bigger bank account. We must hope to give them a sense of what it means to be a loyal friend, a loving parent, a citizen who leaves his home, his neighborhood and town better than he found it." With
your volunteer efforts you are showing your children that you care. Let’s keep showing our
children that leaders also care about their community and there’s no better way to start than
at their second home: their school. We still have some opportunities to volunteer in these
next few weeks. Field Day, the Fun Run, the spring Book Fair and our Cultural Arts Night are
just a few of the events where you can still volunteer this year. Thank you for allowing me to
serve with you! It’s been an honor.

Louisiana PTA Membership
Awards
Early Bird
Every Child, One Voice
Largest Unit by Percentage Enrollment >500
Club Award for 501-800
Other Louisiana PTA Awards
Advocacy Award
Website - Award of Merit
Newsletter - Award of Excellence
Brittany Woods, Caddo PTA Educator of Distinction
Box Tops
Our spring submission of 10.894
raised $1,089.40! Class winners:
Kindergarten: Mrs. Gilbert
1st Grade: Mrs. Richardson
2nd Grade: Mrs. Wray
3rd Grade: Mrs. Greer
4th Grade: Mr. Guy
5th Grade: Mrs. Hinson

Chocolate Sales Top 10 Sellers:
Landen Rusin
Caleb Connell
Braden Sanders
Reid LaVigne
Corey Green
Kendall Strollis
Laila Talley
Mariah Hunter
Pepper Lee
Kaylie Nhan

Ms. Hinson's class sold the most
chocolate!

Let’s FINISH STRONG!
It seems like only yesterday we were embarking on this journey
called the 2016-2017 school year! Amazingly, we have already
reached the 4th nine-weeks. During this time of year, we often
observe students getting into “relaxed” mode as our days are
longer and prettier, and sports and after-school commitments
resume. As spring settles in the air, let’s concentrate on
achievement and continue to set goals as we move toward the
end of the school year. Here are a few tips to help ensure that
our students maintain the momentum and sacrifice needed to
see a great end to the 4th nine-weeks.



CHECK TEACHER-WEB for homework, assignments, etc.
COMMUNICATE with your child’s teacher about any academic, social, or emotional
concerns of your child.
 Make sure your child COMPLETES all homework assignments, tasks, and projects
sent home before the due date.
 PLAN AHEAD if you are going to be out of town, have a busy week/weekend, etc.
 STAY ON SCHEDULE at home with bedtime, homework time, and morning wake-up
schedules.
 Help your child to STAY FOCUSED AND STUDY HARD! As each nine-week period
begins, tasks become increasingly more difficult and intense requiring additional focus and concentration. Encourage your child to always give 100%.
 STAY MOTIVATED! This one goes for parents and students. It’s easy to lose momentum toward the end of a long school year- especially if you’ve battled illness or
other setbacks that cause you to have to work harder. Find what motivates youwhether it’s a long-awaited beach vacation approaching during the summer months,
uninterrupted family time, or the simple feeling of accomplishing something for which
you have worked hard- FINISH STRONG!
I am so happy to partner with you in your child’s success! If there is anything that I can
do to help you during this busy time, please contact me at fgipson@caddoschools.org.
Best,
Mrs. Gipson

Also, there is nowhere to put them, as the lockers were not designed to hold rolling backpacks and many will not close because of broken handles. We are and will continue to limit the number of books that come home on any given day, to limit
the weight children have to carry in their backpacks. Please consider ordering pre-packaged supplies for your child. It is
so much easier for the teacher when all of the supplies are identical. Students share many supplies as they work in
cooperative learning groups within the classroom.
Thinking about next year also makes all of us think about student placement. Thank you so much for leaving the monumental task of scheduling students into classrooms to Mrs. Gipson, Mrs. Wilburn and me. We know the educational
needs of our students, and spend hours placing each child where we feel he/she will be most successful. I appreciate the
support you have always given us in trusting our judgment to place your children in the classroom that best meets their educational needs.
We are the school we are in part because of you and your support. We have such a strong partnership between
school and home, which leads to success for your children—our students. We wish all of our fifth grade students and parents
much success in middle school. To all of our eagles who will be returning—have a fun, safe summer and we’ll see you in
August.
Sincerely,
Sydney D. Allen

Thank you for
helping make Teacher
Appreciation Week a
huge success!

Reflections State Winners
Aashni Shah – Award of Excellence,
Dance Choreography
Aashni Shah – Award of Excellence,
Music Composition
Sanjana Beedupalli – Outstanding Interpretation, Music Composition
Adya Darsi – Award of Merit, Film Production
Adya Darsi – Award of Merit, Music
Composition
Emma Grace Strong – Award of Merit,
Photography
Anna Slaughter – Award of Excellence,
Visual Arts
Safety Poster State Winner
Abigale S Daniels – Award of Merit
My Louisiana Essay State Winners
Vennela Malireddy – Award of Excellence
Mikayla Manal Ringor – Award of Excellence
Colin Strong – Award of Merit

