I don’t even know where to begin! I cannot count the number
of blessings that this first half of the school year has brought to
us here in the garden. We cannot look in any corner of our
school and not see the progress we have made this year on our
buildings and grounds. From the library renovation, work day
clean-up, outdoor playground cover, upstairs bathroom makeover, additional playground garden, to the new Leader In Me mural in the outdoor classroom the overall appearance and landscape of our school quite accurately reflects what goes on in our
classrooms each and every day. None of this would be possible without the support
of our PTA. Each one of those projects has had the financial support and personal
work and commitment of our parents. You don’t know how proud I was to show our
building, students, and teachers off to State Superintendent John White and other
Caddo District Administrators and board members. We got to shine!!! As I walk
through the hallways and cafeteria daily and see our wonderful parents helping out in
more ways than you can imagine, I continue to feel blessed to be working with the
best school family. Thank you for always showing up, rolling up your sleeves, and
helping out here at school.
Now that we have paused to give thanks for our many blessings during the
Thanksgiving break, our thoughts turn to December and our emphasis on giving.
Please encourage your children to give things during the month of December that
cost nothing--keeping their rooms clean, helping with a younger sibling, setting the
table or helping clear the dishes away after a meal, doing homework without complaining--the list could go on and on. Gifts given from the heart that cost nothing are
priceless. My hope is that you are the recipient of one of these priceless gifts during
this very special season when thoughts of others are put before thoughts of self.
Thank you also, in advance, for your support with our Children Helping Children project this year. Many children will be served through the giving of our students here at
school.
Your life will truly be enriched when you visit our building during the month of December as there is no place quite like an elementary school during the holiday season. The joy, excitement, and special activities going on will make it hard to keep the
walls from reverberating! As we prepare to enjoy this time of giving, we continue to
be thankful for our most precious gift--your children. May you and your children join
our school family as we create lifelong memories during this special time of year.
Happy holidays,
Sydney D. Allen
Congratulations
The following students were nominated as finalists for the Eden Gardens Outstanding Student of the Year: Harrison Ayres, Catie Miller, Jacey Murray, Parker
Townsend, Kennedy Varner, and Zach Wilburn. Harrison Ayres was chosen Eden
Gardens Outstanding Student of the Year, and he will go on to represent us at the
Parish Level!

Counselor’s Corner
By Krista Wilburn
As we prepare for the holiday season, here are
some tips to think about!
Tips for Parents: Making Holidays Special
by Jan Levinson Gilman, Ph.D.
As a parent of young children, you probably
share an almost universal desire to make holidays special for your children. You also may have to overcome certain obstacles in creating your
own special experiences with your children such as finances, distance
from family members, and the special circumstances created by divorce,
step-parenting, and blended families. Many parents work overtime during
the holidays only to find themselves frustrated by the experience and
doubtful that the end "result" was particularly meaningful to their children.
While it's difficult to determine exactly what special means to any one
child, here are some guide lines which are most likely applicable to your
family.
1. Develop traditions. Create activities which are special to your family.
They need not be elaborate or costly, but they need to be enjoyable and
reflective of your family. Traditions can be as simple as a special recipe
that everyone associates with the family holiday to an elaborate vacation
or special event in which everybody participates. Some family holiday
meals consist of recipes that the parents enjoyed when they were children
or foods that are reflective of their culture. The opportunity for everyone to
participate in the preparation of the meal may become part of a tradition.
Traditions may naturally develop around certain activities such as finding a
Christmas tree or they may be deliberately planned in order to make the
holiday special. Once formed, these traditional activities contribute to a
sense of identity and uniqueness for your children about their family holiday.
2. Keep the scope of your plans within the scope of your resources. Holidays are double duty for most parents. What parent hasn't wondered
where the extra time will come from to shop, wrap presents, cook, and
plan and attend special events? What parent hasn't wished for that mythical homemaker of the 1950 sitcoms to be dropped on their doorstep to
complete all the family's holiday preparation in a timely manner? Short of
granting that wish, be realistic about the scope of your plans. If you are
hurried and stressed your personal contribution to your children's holiday
may be your short temper and irritability rather than your patience and
enthusiasm.
3. Be sensitive to your children's wishes. This is the time of year when it's
difficult to avoid the many conflicting issues between parents and children.
This is often true when children become teen-agers and the value of family time changes. Blended and divorced families pose special challenges
for the holidays. Children often lose the delight and excitement of the holidays and instead feel the demands of making all their parents happy. If
you anticipate any of these circumstances, plan ahead. Discuss with your
children how they and you will spend their time.
4. Help your children understand the value and the meaning of the holidays. Don't rely upon others to convey the meaning to your children; do it
yourself. Talking about your own personal meaning is important. If the
holidays are a religious experience for you, impart that by your religious
practice; if it's a sharing experience, provide your child an opportunity to
share; if it's a predominant family reunion experience, provide a reunion of
family for your child.
5. Finally, have fun yourself. Don't expect perfection. Remember just as
your child doesn't need or want a perfect parent, neither do they need a
perfect holiday... just a good enough day will do.

by Felecia Gipson
‘Twas two weeks before Christmas,
When all through our school,
Not an eagle was silent,
All were focused on yule!
Kindergarteners were painting sweet Christmas shirts,
A precious eagle treasure of priceless worth
First graders were busy spreading their usual cheer,
As we celebrate Mrs. Wren, our Teacher of the Year!
Second graders were learning all 50 states,
As they planned their agendas for the upcoming break
Third grade writings were hung in the hallway with care,
With hopes that the nine weeks’ end soon would be
there!
Fourth graders were working toward the AR Goal,
Hoping for stockings with much more than coal!
The fifth graders of the school,
A mighty nifty group,
Were savoring these moments
As they prepared to fly the coop
When out in each hallway,
There arose such a clatter,
It was Mrs. Allen’s heeled shoes,
As she observed each class’ subject matter
Now children, she said,
We know Christmas time is here,
And “The Garden” is filled with much Christmas cheer,
I want you to remember this very important thing,
We will learn all we can,
Until that final bell rings!
And when this happens,
You will see such a sight,
Students and teachers,
All taking flight!
On to their destinations,
They will not have to travel far,
To be home with their families,
And enjoy a Christmas beyond par
Until that time comes,
I would simply like to say,
Happy Holidays to all,
AND A MERRY CHRISTMAS DAY!
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As we enter into a special season of holiday celebrations, I am reminded of how
blessed I am to be part of the Eden Gardens PTA family. It has been six years since
I joined the PTA, and every year I am amazed by our wonderful parents, teachers
and students that work together to ensure we have one of the best schools in Caddo
Parish. Thanks to your hard work, we had another great fall in the Eagle’s nest!
We hosted the Silent Auction and the Carnival, which was a great weekend
themed, “Tailgating for a Cause.” Both events were very successful with a great
group of parents working together to support our school. The Silent Auction Committee chaired by Kristy Dye, Nancy Pipkin and Jamie Scoggin hosted an incredible
event with great fellowship and bidding. Carnival chair, Will Whited, and his committee hosted the fall carnival for our families. They did a fantastic job planning a funfilled carnival, and Amanda Brewer provided great food for all to enjoy. Their team
worked countless hours in planning this successful event. Thank you to all that participated. Together both events raised over $38,000, and we would have not been
able to do it without your help!
I would also like to thank just a few of those that have worked behind the scenes
making sure that our PTA runs smoothly every day. Beth Edmonds held a very successful Open House. Our PTA membership drive finished strong thanks to Vice
President Elizabeth Holtsclaw. Thanks also to Kristy Payne for countless hours putting together our directory, and to Olivia Showalter Lind for keeping our Room Mothers informed. Mansi Shah and Jodi Guthikonda have gathered and submitted our
Reflections, Safety Poster, and “My Louisiana” entries. Congratulations to all our talented winners! Brooke Balderas has been hosting Eagle Sprouts meetings and
helping in our garden.
Lindsey Roberts headed up the once again, very successful, Holiday Dress
Pass. Alicia Smith and her committee continue to make sure that our Pizza Fridays
run smoothly. Blair Irion and her committee worked many hours to ensure that we
had another fantastic Book Fair. Amy Watts also continues to make sure that AR
treat days are fun for all those that meet their goal. Terri Lux works hard to do a
great job maintaining our website! Jennifer Rossi has been organizing our Eagle Society donations. Remember it is not too late to donate and all Eagle Society donations are tax deductible. Laurel Brightwell oversaw a very successful Fall Box Tops
Collection. Kelly Stratton has spent hours keeping our finances in order on all these
wonderful projects. Kathryn Wood has kept our PTA minutes and records at our
meetings. Thank you to Leslie Smith, for creating this fantastic newsletter that you
are reading right now. These volunteers and committee chairs are just to name a
few!
The children love the new playground shades which were made possible by our
successful fundraising and your PTA dues. Have you seen the girls’ upstairs bathroom makeover??? It is amazing, and the big girls are thrilled! Just last week a mural was painted in the outdoor classroom, and the artist incorporated our children’s
artwork into the design. As you can tell, we have a lot of good things taking place
here at the Garden!
All of these events, though sponsored by the PTA, would not be possible without
you - our parents! Thank you for your time, talents, and donations. It is because of
your support that we are able to provide the best educational experience for our children. As we come to the close of 2017, I want to say “thank you” for providing me
with the opportunity to serve as president of the PTA. I pray that you enjoy a wonderful holiday season full of great memories with your family. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year! I look forward to serving with you in 2018!
Lindsay Smith, PTA President

January 8 Return to School/
Begin 3rd Nine Weeks
January 12 Science Fair
January 12 Super Slice Pizza
January 15 MLK Holiday, No
School
January 16 No School, Professional Development Day
January 25 Sports Dress
Pass Day
February 1 Chocolate Sales
Begin
February 2 Super Slice Pizza
February 9 Louisiana Learning Carnival
February 14 Valentine’s Holiday Dress Pass
February 16 Fourth in February Program

Thank you so much for clipping and using your apps and shopper cards.
Mrs. Wicklund and I counted 14,842 viable Box Tops, Labels for Education,
Community Coffee, Tyson, and Prang UPC coupons, which equates to
$1,484.50! In Box Tops alone, our lifetime earnings rose from $33,915.00 to
$34,916.80. We also counted just as many or more expired Box Tops. It is
tempting to hoard but expired points do not count toward contest winnings and
cannot be submitted; they just get thrown in the recycle bin.
Unfortunately, Labels for Education (Campbell’s) is permanently ending on
January 1, 2018. Since 2005, we have purchased great merchandise through
their catalog and still ended up with 109,885 points in our account, which we
recently exchanged for $1,125.00 Visa Gift Card. This leaves us with 1,385
points to spend by May 1, 2018. I will mail one more shipment by January 1 so
send any labels you may have today.
The future is apps and shopping cards. Although Target and Albertsons
have bowed out of their education reimbursement programs, Kroger, Shoparoo, and our faithful Box Tops are great ways to support your children. Check
the bottom of your Kroger receipt to see if Eden Gardens is listed. If not, log
into your account and select EGM. With Shoparoo, just take pictures of your
receipts through their app for EGM to receive points. Box Tops is the most
comprehensive since you can earn bonus points and get special offers directly
on your app.
Our next contest is coming up! See the enclosed flyer for details. If you
have any ideas, concerns, or questions, please contact Incentives Chair Laurel
Rice Brightwell at laurelbrightwell@yahoo.com or 318-573-1943.

February 19 - February 21
President’s Day Holiday/
Winter Break - No School

Children Helping Children
Sharing the spirit of the holidays with other children has
become a tradition at Eden Gardens. “Children Helping
Children” allows our students to focus on giving rather than receiving.
Our project this year focused on “Leaders, lending a helpful hand to
others” with another Caddo Parish School, Midway Elementary. We
raised money to buy much needed winter uniform clothing items.
What a wonderful way to really share “The Reason for the Season.”
Thank you for supporting this project.

Eden Gardens Magnet Incentives Program
has earned over

by submitting UPC/coupons and scanning shopper cards. Contributions
have purchased SmartBoards; art, music, & PE supplies; playground
equipment; iPads & apps; and more for

1. CLIP participating labels from your
item packages (neatness
unnecessary; barcodes/ expiration
dates a MUST)
2. STORE in baggie with your child
and homeroom teacher’s names
clearly marked
3. TURN IN on biannual collection
dates for a fun prize contest!

Each grade’s homeroom class who collects the most valid label gets a
1

on March 9th!

Submit tops by February 16!
Ticonderoga, Prang, Dixon, & Lyra

1 Caddo

Parish School Board dress code applies

(highlighters, pencils, paints, etc.)

Community Rewards: Sign up for a digital account online or via your Kroger app to
link your existing Plus card. Go to “My Account,” then “Community Rewards,” and
click “Enroll.” Select Eden Gardens Magnet (80928). Dollars accumulate every time
you scan your Plus card at the register. NOTE: YOU MUST RENEW EVERY AUGUST!
Download the Box Top app and follow directions
below to earn bonus money!

Download the app and snap pictures of
your receipts. It’s that simple!
Purchase qualifying school supplies2,
provide EGM’s ID# (70042901) at
checkout, and EGM will receive 5%
back in credit for FREE supplies!
2

See Office Depot/Office Max website for list

Incentive Committee Chairman: Laurel Rice Brightwell – 573-1943, laurelbrightwell@yahoo.com

