Dear Parents,
Welcome Back! We had a great school opening. Thanks to all of our volunteers
who helped us with many tasks, which freed the rest of us up to get children into
their classrooms and allowed teachers to begin their "back to school" orientation.
We are so happy to see our eagles back in the nest for another year of fun, learning,
homework, field trips, friends—the list goes on and on. Thank you for always supporting our efforts here at school, by beginning your "school" routines at home. The
transition from summer mode to school mode has gone very smoothly.
Please be sure to check our website at edengardensmagnet.com. You will find the Monday Memo, cafeteria
menu, updates and announcements from teachers—lots and lots of information that you will find helpful as we
go through our year.
Traffic is going smoothly. Our fifth grade eagle patrol are assisting us in carpool again this year by opening
doors and helping our kindergarten eagles find the way to their lines or classrooms. Thank you for making an
effort to allow one car from Rainbow to turn into the carpool line on Eden Blvd. That makes all the difference.
A few other reminders include:
 School begins with the ringing of the 7:35 bell. Students arriving after the tardy bell rings must stop
by the office and check in with the attendance clerk. We place a high priority on students being both
at school and on time. We know you will help us with this policy as you get your child ready for learning
each day.
 Supervision of students begins with the 7:15 bell. Please do not drop your children off before that
time, as there is no one to supervise them.
 Please do not “park and walk” your child to the building, or drop them off in the neighborhood to walk. This
is not only dangerous, but also impedes the smooth flow of traffic. I appreciate your cooperation, as we
strive to keep every child safe. A smoothly flowing carpool is our goal!
 Please remember to “hug the curb” as you are waiting in carpool. That will allow us to have two lanes of
traffic on the school side of Eden Boulevard.
 Our traffic becomes one-way around the school at 2:50. Please do not attempt to turn into the drive-way
going to the back of the school during carpool.
 Car riders are dropped off and picked up in the back of the school every day. We have over 280 cars
that go through our loop daily, especially with the heat we are experiencing. We think we have the most
efficient system to keep the traffic flowing. Traffic is always congested the first few days, but goes more
smoothly once our new parents learn our “system.” Please be patient!
 Please don’t text or talk on your cell phones while in our school zone. This is a violation of state law.
 Please teach your children how to unstrap their car seats/seatbelts, so that they will be ready to exit
the car, once it has stopped in the “unloading area.”
 Please communicate in writing to your child’s teacher any transportation changes. Your notes are sent
to the office, to be signed by administrative personnel. If a note is not received, we will follow what you indicated on your child’s enrollment form regarding transportation. Any transportation change by phone
must be made before 2:15. Transportation requests made after that time cannot be approved, due to
trying to insure the safety of each student during dismissal.
 There will be no student checkouts after 2:30. We also request that you not check your child out
early unless an appointment has been made that cannot be arranged at any other time. Important instruction is missed each time your child is checked out of school. Please hold these to a minimum.
 If your child has to take medicine during the school day, you must have a “Request for Administration
of Medicine to Student During School Hours”, on file in the school office. Medication cannot be administered
to your child if these forms are not on file. The forms are available in the school office or website. You must
bring the medication in and check it in with Lisa or Susan. Children cannot be responsible for bringing medication to school.
 Students may not have any type of medication on their person, including cough drops, cough syrup,
creams (such as those for poison ivy, etc.)
The Leader In Me program is currently being implemented in all classrooms. Our teachers attended a three
day training before school began and we will continue to train throughout the year. The students will learn
about one habit each week and then concentrate more in depth by focusing on one habit per month beginning
in November. A very special thanks to all of you who helped make our dream a reality by supporting the Leader In Me “whole school transformation” beginning this school year. Our goal to become one of 243 Lighthouse
Schools worldwide is one that we can reach by working together.
Please keep in mind our “Peanut Free” policy for school snacks. We appreciate your support of this and
your continued efforts to find acceptable snacks.
Please know my door is always open to you. Your children are very special to all of us. We are committed to
another great year, as we work together to provide your child with the best educational experiences possible.
Sincerely,
Sydney D. Allen

Counselor’s Corner By Krista Wilburn
When you ask kindergarten teachers what kind of student succeeds best in school, chances are they’ll
say, “A child who believes he can learn… And one who is eager to get started.” You can help build that
positive attitude in your child. Here are some suggestions:
 Expect your child to succeed in school. One study of children found that children work harder in
school when their parents expect more, and less when their parents expect less.
 Give your child challenges they can master. Help them learn to climb the steps to the playground
slide. Teach them to button their own clothing or open the car door by themselves in the carpool line.
Each of these skills will boost their confidence. Be sure to praise them as each new challenge is met.
Promote independence!
 Let your child make choices. If they are very young, it may mean letting them choose whether the sandwich is cut into
squares or triangles. When they are older you can ask, “Do you want to have your bath first or pick up your toys?” When you
offer choices, you are showing you have confidence in them.
 Hug your child and tell them you love them. Your love will give them the confidence to go out into the world and succeed. (The Parent Institute: “Off to a Good Start”)
Finding Your “Back to School” Routine
If your morning routine usually turns into a scramble to get your family out of the door on time, you may want to consider a
makeover to ease your morning rush. Whether you’re getting back in the school groove after a long vacation or holiday break, or
need to jettison sluggish habits that are putting you and your child at risk of being marked “chronically late” at school and at work,
here are some great ideas to speed up your morning routine.
1. Get a timer. If you have a child who can easily spend fifteen minutes in a shower or take five minutes to put on one
sock, try using a timer to get your dawdler on the move. Kids naturally love to make a game out of things. If you challenge him
to beat the clock, he’ll be less likely to daydream and become distracted while getting ready.
2. Create a routine. Whether you decide that baths before bed or showers in the morning fit better into your gradeschooler’s schedule or your child prefers to brush her teeth before getting dressed, keep the order of tasks consistent. Sticking
to the same morning routine day after day will speed things up because she will be more likely to do what she needs to do without any reminders.
3. Check out the weather forecast the night before. That way, you can make sure the rain boots and coats and umbrellas
are ready by the door if the forecast calls for rain or heavy jackets if the temperatures are supposed to drop.
4. Pack up beforehand. Have your grade-schooler pack up his backpack the night before. Homework, library books -- anything
that needs to be taken to school the next day should be in his bag, ready to go. Designate a spot near the door for bags, shoes
and jackets.
5. Make lunches ahead of time. Sandwiches can easily be made the night before. You can also put fruit, string cheese,
box of milk or water bottle, or whatever else will be going into the lunch bag together on a shelf in the fridge. That way, you can
save precious time by not having to look items in the morning.
6. Make it a team effort. If you present the idea of making it out of the door on time as a family project, your gradeschooler is more likely to get enthusiastic about getting on board. On mornings that you make it on time say, "We are a great
team." If you end up late, avoid placing blame on your child and say, "I know we can do better tomorrow."
In addition to our 2016-17 kindergarten students, we welcome 35 new students in grades 1-5 to our Eagles nest. Please join
me in extending a warm welcome to our new families. Please help us pass the word to friends, family, church members etc. Applications for 2017-18 Kindergarten through Fifth will be available beginning October 17, 2016. We are planning an Open House
for all perspective Kindergarten students on October 6th at 6:00 pm. Please consider helping with this event. It is up to us to
show people what a great school we are! You are our best advertisement!
What It Takes to Succeed
How do you define success? Is it a satisfying job? A good income? Is it family, or love, or the opportunity to kick back and relax? Is it making a social contribution or leaving your mark on the world? Maybe it’s all of these things. Or maybe it is something
else entirely. However you define success, chances are as a parent, you want it not only for yourself, but for your children as
well. Many important qualities can give a child a head start in the journey toward success. One of the best ways to help your child
succeed in school is through “parent involvement”.
Parent Involvement means attending parent teacher conferences, supporting the school’s discipline efforts, communicating with
your child about school work and school activities, reading aloud or listening to your child read and helping your child set up a
study area at home.
Why is Parent Involvement Important? Studies show that children whose parents are involved in their education get better
grades and test scores, have better attendance, do more homework, have higher graduation rates, are more likely to go on to
college, are more involved in extra-curricular activities, and have a more positive and better behavior all around.
As you encourage your child’s success at home and at school, keep in mind that it is important for you to become involved.
(Active Parenting Publishers)

On behalf of the Eden Gardens PTA Board, I would like to welcome all our new and returning families to the 2016-2017 school year! If you are new to Eden Gardens, you will find
that we are more than a school; we are a family committed to caring for our children. We
are so excited that you are now a part of the Eden Gardens family!

President, Elba Hamilton
Vice President, Lindsay Smith

The Eden Gardens PTA is a powerful partnership between our amazing teachers, dedicated staff and wonderfully committed parents. We all work together to enrich our children´s
education countless ways. I would like to encourage you to be part of this partnership and
join our PTA. Joining does not commit you to any event or activity; it give you a stake in
our PTA which does so much for our school and classrooms programs. You have a say in
your child’s Eden Gardens experience by becoming a member and coming to our general
meetings.

Second VP, Sydney Allen
Recording Secretary, Kathryn Wood
Corresp. Secretary, Kristy Payne
Treasurer, Bronwyn Sanders

Wednesday, October 5
Wednesday, January 11
Wednesday, March 1
Wednesday, April 12
Wednesday, May 3*
(Lunch/Notebook Exchange)
Meetings are held at 12 noon
in the Eden Gardens Library
unless noted.

October 13
January 19
April 20
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
The Board Room
1961 Midway Ave

Pta.org
Ptaourchildren.org
Louisianapta.com
Caddodistrictpta.org

Your membership dues, participation in any of our fundraisers and donations to the Eagle
Society have an immediate and direct impact on your child’s education. This year, teachers will be able to start implementing the Leader in Me program thanks the support of our
families and the community partners. This year we also have plans to start the very expensive project of covering some of the playground equipment with shades. Your financial
generosity allows to sponsor fun events, upgrade technology throughout the school, support quality teachers and so much more.
We are excited to announce that this year we
have two new committees
that will bring new and
exciting things to our children. The Eagle Sprouts
Committee led by Brooke
and Gabriel Balderas will
start monthly meetings
this month and will be a
great way for our children
to explore science and
nature through a garden
club. The Recycling
Committee led by Sarah
Hamauei is working diligently to implement a recycling program in our
school. Recycling stations will be provided in
the classroom and other
different areas in the
school for our children to
participate in this important program.
We have many more things planned for this year but need your help to make them possible. I encourage you to take advantage of the many opportunities to get involved at our
school. Whether it´s serving as a room parent, supporting the Silent Auction or Carnival,
attending a Spirit Night at a local restaurant, volunteering in the office or helping with class
parties, you are making a difference. Thank you for your continued support and dedication.
I look forward to working with each of you this year. Please feel free to call or email with
any questions, comments or suggestions.
Elba Hamilton
PTA President, 2016-2017

November 4 Super
Slice Pizza
Greetings, Eagles! How exciting it is to see all of the wonderful lessons

November 7-8 No School, Fall and experiences in each and every classroom! Now that the hustle and
bustle of getting school started has finally begun to decline, we can continBreak
ue to focus on instruction and meeting our grade level expectations with
November 9 Running Club
November 9 Progress Reports Available
November 14 -17 Fall Book
Fair
November 15 First Grade Program, 6pm
November 16 Last Running
Club for Fall
November 18 PTA Thankful
for Teachers Lunch
November 20 Caddo District
PTA Principal's Luncheon
November 21-25 Thanksgiving Break, Students Report
Back Nov. 28
December 2 Super Slice Pizza
December 9 AR Cut Off
December 15 Ice Skating

fidelity.
Parents, if you have not already done so, you may visit
www.louisianabelieve.com, click on the “ACADEMICS” tab, and view our
updated Louisiana Student Standards for learning in ELA and Math along
with the Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) for science and social studies.
As a state, we are moving forward from Common Core State Standards
and embracing our own state standards which will serve as criteria for instruction and assessments. Teachers utilize these standards and GLEs to
create objectives for each lesson. It is a great idea to take a look at these standards and get a
snapshot of what to expect your child to be able to do by the end of the year. Keep in mind,
however, that our teachers also work to supplement these standards in order to match the
achievement levels of our students in The Garden.
In other instructional news, our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades have received newly adopted social
studies books! These new consumable (workbook-type) textbooks are in full swing in each
classroom and based on the Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) for the associated grade.
Finally, our Universal Screeners are currently in progress. These screeners are administered in the areas of reading, math, and writing, and they help teachers and administrators
identify students’ areas of strength and their progress needs. Scores for these screeners
(when available) are not sent home as they are used for instructional purposes, however, if
you have a specific concern in one of the screening areas, you may check with your child’s
teacher for individual scores. All kindergarten scores will be shared in detail during the 1 st
Nine-Weeks conferences held in early October.
SPECIAL NOTE: One of the most important things we, as parents, can do for our
school-age children is setting a daily routine. Right now is a perfect time to evaluate your family’s daily morning and evening routines to see where/if time can be utilized most productively.
By now, you most likely have clear estimates of time allotments for tasks such as homework,
drop-off, snack time, etc., which means you may be able to make informed decisions about
planning. Research indicates that students who have established, regular routines perform
better in classrooms than students who do not. In addition to performance, routine-setting
helps with organization and, over time, decreases resistance to tasks. You may be still trying
to figure out your daily/nightly routines, however, it is worth implementing, so keep trying until
you get it right - for YOUR family!
Expecting a great year!
Mrs. Gipson

Thank you to our wonderful Eden
Gardens volunteers!
School Supply Chairs: Terri Lux &
Jeannie LaVigne
Uniform Sales: Chairman Bronwyn
Sanders & Committee
Welcome Back Teachers Breakfast:
Pat Roberts & Lisa Clark
First Day of School Registration: Volunteer Chairman Rachael Vanderlick
& Committee
Boo Hoo Breakfast: PTA VP and
Membership Chairman Lindsay
Smith & Committee

We love to show off
the Eagles Nest!
If you have pictures
of Eden Gardens
events, activities or
students having fun
while learning,
please email them to
egm.publicity@gmail
.com (ATTN: Newsletter.

