Dear Parents,
The weather is getting warmer and our thoughts of closing out this
school year are growing near. I cannot believe how the time has flown
for the 2017-18 school year. It is with great pride that we can look back
over the school year and see what we have accomplished both inside
and outside our school building.
We are finishing our second full year of Leader In Me implementation. The impact we have seen over the last two years resonates
throughout our hallways and hopefully has seeped into your homes as
well. With our mission of… “Changing our World, One Little Leader at a
Time” we have seen our students bloom, and our classrooms become a
community of leaders, each having their own contribution and sharing
in each other’s success. Our goal is for this to be a 24 hour a day lifestyle.
As we welcome our newest Eagles to the nest in April during Kindergarten Round-Up,
we prepare to say good-bye to our fifth grade class. It is one of the saddest things we do
each year. Our fifth grade students have risen to the occasion as Leaders and are handling
the work load and responsibilities that come with being the “senior” class on campus. They
shine each time they meet with their kindergarten buddies, helping to make this first school
experience so special. These students are creating memories that will last a lifetime. It is always sad to see our fifth graders move on, but there is joy mixed with the sadness, as we
believe each student has been prepared to be all that they can be as they travel through
middle and high school. We will miss these students and their parents but send you off with
appreciation for all you have done and the memories we have shared. Thank you for so
many great years!
A huge thank you goes to our PTA President, Lindsay Smith, and her Executive Board
for leading the way on many big projects this school year. Lindsay hit the ground running this
year, rolling her sleeves up and helping out in every aspect of our school day. She led the
way for the projects benefitting our students such as the playground covering, building and
grounds clean-up, outdoor classroom mural, iPad and technology updates and upgrades,
the list goes on and on. Our students have loved every minute learning and exploring this
year as they continue to thrive academically at Eden Gardens. I’ve said it many times, but it
is still true; We would not be the school we are without your support and the funds you raise
on our behalf. You can give your child no greater gift than an excellent education- which is
made possible through your membership and support of our PTA. Thank you!
The EGM Fun Run has become a family favorite activity here at school. Each year it
seems to get bigger and better. This year, the Leprechaun Run helped celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and gave us a great reason to get together and have fun after school at Southern
Hills Park. Big thank you to Louise Sistrunk and Katy Chambers for heading up this event.
Teacher and Staff Appreciation week was incredible, as always. We were spoiled all
week long with fabulous food for breakfast and lunch. What a week – “Hats Off To You” for
making us feel so appreciated. There are truly no words to say thank you for all you did for
each of us. We share such a special relationship with our parents. Teachers were so excited
with your Teacher Appreciation gifts. Thank you to Kristy Payne and her wonderful committee.
Kindergarten Round-up is always an exciting time here at Eden Gardens. Our kindergarten students will perform “Happy Trails” as we welcome 88 new families to our nest. Our new
eagles are in for a treat as they preview the best of our uniforms during their very own EGM
style show. I look forward to new friendships and partnerships as we meet and get to know
our new friends. Thank you for joining me and helping them feel at home here in the garden.
I have ordered a sunny spring day for Field Day on Friday, April 27th. It is always great
so see our families come together for a day of fun. Please make plans to join us for a great
day in the garden.

PTA President’s Letter
In the United States, National Volunteers Week is an annual
celebration observed in April to promote and show appreciation
for volunteerism. It was established in 1974 by President Nixon.
It is sponsored by the Points of Light Institute, which was created in response to President George H. W. Bush’s inaugural
speech in 1989, urging volunteers to become “a thousand points
of light.” “We can find meaning and reward by serving some
higher purpose than ourselves, a shining purpose, the illumination of a thousand points of light… We all have something to
give.”

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you give to
our school. From helping with carpool, to sending testing
snacks, to donations for Teacher Appreciation Week, selling
chocolate bars, clipping Box Tops, to helping in the classroom,
the Eden Garden’s PTA is extremely thankful for our volunteers.
These past three months have been really busy for our PTA,
and we could have not done it without your volunteer efforts.
Thank you also to the Chocolate Sales Co-Chairs, Lyndsey Harris and Laura Fenwick, Cook’s Night Out Chair, Sarah Miller,
and Incentives Chair, Laurel Brightwell, for their leadership with
these fundraisers!
Not only did we fundraise during the past three months, but
our volunteers were also busy helping in the classrooms to
make sure our children were having a great time. There were so
many events and all ran smoothly thanks to our volunteers. The
Louisiana Learning Carnival, led by Elizabeth Sater, Fourth in
February, Founder’s Day, Dr. Seuss Day, Kite Day, Eagle
Sprout meetings, led by the Balderases just to name a few,
would have not been possible without your help.
One of the highlights of the past three months has been the
celebration of Teacher Appreciation Week. The Committee under the direction of Kristy Payne and Lindsey Wynne did an
amazing job and our teachers had a great week. Thank you for
your overwhelming support and donations. Our Leprechaun
Loop, chaired by Louise Sistrunk and Katy Chambers, was festive and so much fun! We still have some opportunities to volunteer in these next few weeks. Field Day, the Spring Book
Fair, and our Cultural Arts Night are just a few of the events
where you can still volunteer this year.
Throughout this past year, I have seen many of our points of
light in our school. I have been inspired by your service to our
school. I thank you for all you do for our children, faculty and
staff. Your service does not go unnoticed. Your service has the
power to spark change and improve our community one child at
a time. Thank you for allowing me to serve with you. It’s truly
been an honor!

Lindsay Smith, PTA President

Eden Gardens has a lot to be
proud of! Namely, our students
are embracing the components
of the Leader in Me, and we see
leadership happening on a regular basis all around the school. From the student
government (Leadership Team) to our kindergarten safety patrol members, leadership is HAPPENING at EGM. You may have heard about the students’ competition which resulted in redesigning
the girls’ restroom upstairs. That conversation was
initiated by STUDENTS for STUDENTS.
This year, our Student Leadership Team comprised of 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students who are
nominated by their peers, met with Mrs. Allen and
me to discuss ways that we can improve our
school and serve the community. Their ideas included setting up an inspiration box within the
school where students can write inspirational messages to be shared among the student body and
teachers, painting the stairwells, a message board
in the main hallway to remind students about
school-wide events, and helping out with the Holy
Angels “2018 Angel Run” by participating and supplying water for all participants. The students also
shared their ideas about how to improve recess

activities by providing more options for organized
play. Some concerns of the Student Leadership
Team revolved around long cafeteria lines and
keeping the soccer field clean at all times.
The student leadership team was ultimately
tasked with listening to their fellow students and
bringing the concerns of the student body forward
to administration. Our desire is not only to GIVE
our students a voice, but to also LISTEN to their
voices. We hope to impart the true meaning of
leadership and teamwork by allowing students to
be an integral part of the improvement of their
school and their world… one little leader at a time.
Felecia Gipson

Counselor’s Corner By Krista Wilburn
Happy Spring! Happy Easter! Happy Testing!
The time has come for our students to officially “show what they know!” As testing is fast approaching
we are moving into high gear. Please put the following testing dates on your calendar and make every effort to have your child here on time, well rested and well fed.
LEAP 2025 Computer Based Testing for 5th grade:
LEAP 2025 Paper Based Testing for 3rd and 4th grade:
President, Lindsay Smith
Vice President, Elizabeth Holtsclaw
Second VP, Sydney Allen
Third VP, Kristy Payne
Corresp. Secretary, Kathryn Wood
Treasurer, Kelly Straton
Chaplain, Jenny Genovese
Teacher Rep, Felicia Gipson

Wednesday, April 4

12 Test-Taking Tips
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12.

Wednesday, May 2*
*Lunch/Notebook Exchange
Location TBD
Meetings are held at 12 noon
in the Eden Gardens Library
unless noted.

April 19
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
The Board Room
1961 Midway Ave
Shreveport

Pta.org
Ptaourchildren.org
Louisianapta.com
Caddodistrictpta.org

April 16 – April 23
April 30 – May 4

Get a good night’s sleep before the test.
Have a nutritious breakfast.
Dress comfortably.
Bring all materials you need, such as pencils and erasers.
Relax, take slow, deep, breaths.
Follow directions carefully.
Read each question.
Answer the easy questions first.
Move on if you don’t know an answer.
Mark answers neatly. If you must erase, erase completely.
Review to make sure you have answered every question.
Don’t change any answers unless you are sure they’re wrong -- your first answer is more likely
correct.

10 Ways to help your child do better on tests

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Review the subject matter together for upcoming tests.
Make sure your child gets a good night’s rest before every test.
Serve your child a healthy breakfast on the test day.
Have your child dress comfortably and arrive at school on time.
Send your child off to school with words of praise and support.
Suggest that your child do deep breathing exercises to relax before the test begins.
Tell your child to follow directions carefully, and ask questions if something is not clear.
Advise your child to do the easiest parts of the test first, then the rest.
Remind your child to check over answers before turning in the test.
Encourage wanting to do well, but stress that one test won’t measure all your child can do.

Remember: Children who love learning are more likely to do better on tests. Instill a positive attitude
about school.
10 ways to help build your child’s study skills

1.

Set up a regular study time in a quiet, comfortable place where your child won’t have distractions.
2. Encourage daily study, even if there’s no homework. Reading and reviewing lessons will get
your child in the habit of studying every day.
3. Make sure your child keeps track of assignments and has all the study tools needed for homework.
4. Allow study breaks every 20 minutes or so, and offer nutritious snacks.
5. Help your child break large tasks into several smaller ones in order to study efficiently.
6. Have your child set goals before each assignment and organize study priorities to reach them.
7. Teach your child the value of being organized and keeping homework together.
8. Use study aids, such as quizzes, flashcards, and reading out loud to you.
9. Let your child know it’s OK to ask teachers for help and that you’re available, too.
10. Consider having our child study with a partner if it helps both of them to do better.
Remember: Always reward your child’s efforts to build study skills. Praise goes a long way!

April 30-May 3 Senior
Final Exams
May 1-3 Swim for Life
May 3 Senior Last Day
May 4 Super Slice Pizza
May 4 AR Cut-off
May 7-10 Book Fair
May 11 Field Day Rainout
Date
May 14 5th Grade Teacher
Skit/Movie
May 14-17 Final Exams
May 15 Honors Assembly
May 15 End of the Year Parties for K-2nd, 1:30 pm
May 16 End of the Year Parties for 3rd-5th, 1:30 pm

Counselor’s Corner (cont.)
10 Ways to help your child with homework

1.
2.

Let your child know that homework is valuable and important.
Set a regular time each day for homework, allowing time to unwind after school before
getting started.
3. Be sure your child has all essentials, such as papers, books, school notebooks, and
pencils.
4. Help your child get organized by providing folders for papers and a calendar and/or assignment book to track assignments.
5. Have a quiet, clean, and well lit place to study with a comfortable chair. Keep all schoolwork there.
6. Discourage distractions, including TV, during study time. Allow study breaks every 20
minutes or so.
7. Be available to answer questions or help quiz your child, but keep homework as his or
her responsibility to complete.
8. Spot check homework when it’s completed, but don’t correct assignments unless the
teacher has asked you to.
9. Read any comments the teacher has made on returned assignments.
10. If a homework problem arises, contact the teacher for clarification.
Remember: Praise your child for homework done to the best of his or her ability.

Congratulations Harrison Ayres!
Caddo Parish Finalist for Student of the Year
Harrison interviewed and represented Eden Gardens
as a finalist for Caddo’s Student of the Year.
We are so proud of you!!!!

May 16 5th Grade Graduation
May 17 Last Day for Students
May 18 Last Day for Teachers

Last Day to Order
Field Day T-Shirt
April 6

Allen’s Announcements (cont.)
With the ending of the school year, my thoughts naturally begin to think about
the tasks that need to be completed before we close the schoolhouse doors for a
few weeks. First of all, I would ask that you please consider ordering pre-packaged
school supplies. We have partnered with a company that has promised us high
quality supplies. Students share many supplies as they work in cooperative learning groups within the classroom. It is so much easier for the teacher when all of the
supplies are identical. Thinking about next year also makes all of us think of student placement. Thank you so much for leaving the monumental task of scheduling
students into classrooms to Mrs. Gipson, Mrs. Wilburn and me. We know the educational needs of our students and spend hours placing each child where we feel
he/she will be most successful. I appreciate the support you have always given us
in trusting our judgment to place your children in the classroom that best meets
their educational needs.
We are this wonderful school in part because of you and your support. We
have such a strong partnership between school and home, which leads to success
for your children - our students. We wish all of our fifth grade students and parents
much success in middle school
Sydney D. Allen

Children Helping Children

