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Dear Parents,
Welcome back to school! Thank you for entrusting Eden Gardens to
be a part of your educational journey for the 2018-2019 school year.
For some, this is your first year at Eden Gardens while for others this
year will be your last as you prepare to move on to middle school.
Wherever you are in your time at “the garden” please know that as a
school we recognize education to be a collaborative effort in which students, parents, teachers, staff and community members come together
to make this a successful year for our students. This school year brings
with it great promise, potential, and optimism as we continue to make
our school the best in the district.
Our school year has started off running! The first few weeks of
school flew by with back to school parent meetings and “housekeeping” details that each
teacher had to complete to get the school year rolling for your boys and girls. Special thank
you to the back to school volunteers that manned the tables on the first day of school. Each
time a parent completes a task that the teacher could be responsible for, it gives that teacher
more time with their students. This is our goal each day and we couldn’t do it without our
wonderful parents.
We scheduled back to school parent meetings early in the year so we could all start out
on the same page as far as classroom procedures and routine expectations. Thank you to
all who came and got a snapshot of what your child’s year will look like at their grade level.
Back to school nights are our best time to get important information to you. I got positive
feedback on the administrative video in grades two through five, so we will continue with that
change. The more time we can get for you to be in the classroom, the better you can prepare for the school year ahead. That was a WIN-WIN.
We are beginning year three of implementing the “Leader In Me” program here at Eden
Gardens. We look forward to picking up where we left off last year for grades one through
five, and giving our new kindergarten friends the Leader In Me foundation that they need.
Please look for ways to bring the 7 Habits into your home after school hours – another WINWIN.
We have barely gotten our new friends in school, and we begin to look ahead to the
Open House and application phase for the 2019-20 kindergarten class. Please join me in
positively promoting our school program. There are so many wonderful activities going on
here each and every day. I hope that you have noticed a new look and presence for our official Eden Gardens Magnet School Facebook page. Please take every advantage to “like,
share and comment” when you can. Our parents are our greatest advertisement.
Please never hesitate to come to me with any and every concern (and joy) that you
have. Our office doors are always open and I look forward to continuing a positive relationship both with you and your sweet children. As always, thank you for sharing them with us
here at school. They are truly a blessing!
Sydney D. Allen

Welcome to Eden Gardens
In addition to our 2018-19 kindergarten students, join us in welcoming 33 new students to Eden Gardens in grades 1-5. Applications for the 2019-20 school year will
be available beginning October 18. You are the best advertiser so please pass the
information along to family, friends and church members.

The Eden Gardens Open House is scheduled for Thursday, October 4 at 6 p.m.
For more information, contact Krista Wilburn at klwilburn@caddoschools.org.

PTA President’s Letter
Dear Parents and Faculty,
Welcome to a new year of school at Eden Gardens and
a new year of PTA. As you start the year, remember that
our focus is children; the children in your home, the children in our school and the children in our community. If
this is your first year at Eden Gardens, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to each of you. If you are a
"seasoned" Eagle family, I know that you are as excited
as I am to be starting the school year up again.
Our PTA welcomes the participation of all parents,
grandparents, guardians, aunts, uncles, friends, neighbors and community leaders – all of the wonderful folks
who care for and about our students and surrounding
community. All of the above-mentioned supporters,
teachers, and staff are the backbone of our Eden Gardens PTA. We welcome and encourage you to join us to
continue the long
tradition of family
and community
involvement at
our school. I was
pleased to see
new faces at our
last meeting and I
look forward to
seeing more of
you at our PTA
meetings as well
as any and every
event at our
school.
The more you engage with our school community and
our PTA, the more rewarding your experience at Eden
Gardens will be. We encourage you to look for opportunities to volunteer and also share your experience and
talents. There is a place for everyone in the Garden regardless of the amount of time you are able to commit. Although the number one reason to join the PTA is
to benefit our children, some added benefits are: you are
part of the solution by helping to make positive changes, you are showing support of ongoing PTA initiatives
and priorities, and joining our PTA provides opportunities
to meet other parents, faculty and staff (just to name a
few).
John Heywood said it best, "Many hands make light
work." If you want to learn more about ways to help, or
have any questions, concerns, or ideas to share, always
feel free to reach out to me.
I can't wait to see you at our next school event!
Elizabeth Holtsclaw
Eden Gardens Magnet PTA President

Instructional
Coordinator’s
Column
Greetings, Eagles! It’s hard to believe how
quickly these first few weeks of school have
gone! With curricular changes in many areas, our students have opportunities to learn
in new and exciting ways. As we wrap up the first nine-weeks of
the school year, our teachers are preparing the boys and girls to
pick up the pace as our instructional framework shifts from assessing the students’ academic abilities and review of the previous year to building on what the students know and presenting
more rigorous content. Here are a few tips to make sure your
child stays aboard while the learning train picks up speed:
READING
 Read at least 20 minutes each day (Non-Readers: Listen to
fluent reading from parent, etc.)
 For grades 1-5, consistent practice with Accelerated Reader
(AR) has been scientifically shown to improve students’ reading comprehension - a KEY component of reading success!
 Expose students to different KINDS of text. Nonfiction text
tends to be more difficult for some students; However, in subjects like science and social studies, the ability to understand
this type of text is critical.
 Kindergarten: Ensure fluency in letter-naming, sound recognition, and CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant words) as well as
sight words. Gradually introduce text at the child’s ability level
in order to avoid frustration.
MATH
 Our Zearn learning platform is best supported when students
are DRIVEN and FOCUSED. The student-led portion of the
program is critically important, but if students are not focused
during the teacher-led instruction, they will essentially struggle
when working on their own. Also, homework mirrors daily lessons and is a great checkpoint for parents to see if students
are focused during ZEARN classroom instruction.
 Become FLUENT in grade-appropriate basic facts. Fluency
and accuracy team up to create highly successful math students!
 Understand the relevance of READING SKILLS in today’s
math lessons. If a child struggles with reading, he/she is likely
to struggle to understand word problems, which can lead to
issues in math, as well. Again, PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT
when it comes to reading!
 Ask your child about the STRATEGIES they are learning in
class! Teaching is one of the BEST ways to solidify learning!
 REVIEW, REVIEW, REVIEW!
The first nine-weeks is a GREAT time to tweak small problems
before they turn in to larger ones! Please continue to review
your child’s grades and progress through weekly Tuesday Folders and our JCampus Parent Portal (grades 1-5). This is your
child’s teacher’s way of communicating with you regularly.

Best,

Felecia Gipson

Counselor’s Corner By Krista Wilburn
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Wednesday, Oct. 10
Wednesday, Nov. 13*
Wednesday, Jan. 9
Wednesday, March 6
Wednesday, April 10
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Meetings are held at 12 noon
in the Eden Gardens Library
unless noted.
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CPSB Board Room
1961 Midway Ave
Shreveport

Pta.org
Ptaourchildren.org
Louisianapta.com
Caddodistrictpta.org

Getting everyone ready and out the door in
Keep a routine
the morning can sometimes be frustrating,
Encourage your child to begin homework at
consider the following to make your child feel the same time each day to make learning a
more…
habit. What time is best? Possibilities include
immediately after school or later in the evenRelaxed. Music can help your child avoid ing when she’s had a chance to relax and
the morning rush. Play a soothing tape and
eat a snack. Together, decide on a time
ask him/her to be dressed and ready by the that’s best. Just don’t leave homework until
time it’s over. Tip: Lay out clothes ahead of
bedtime.
time the night before or for the whole week
Create a study area
on hangers labeled Monday through Friday.
Many kids work best in a special study arEnergized. A good breakfast increases
ea, like at a bedroom desk or the kitchen taconcentration. Offer your child healthy choicble. However, some children do better
es. Examples: a whole-wheat bagel with
sprawling on the living room floor. Consider
peanut butter; a smoothie mixed with fruit
letting your child decide where he’ll work –
and yogurt; instant oatmeal. Try to eat at
he’s more likely to stay on task when he’s
home. Taking food in the car for the carpool
comfortable. His work area should have adeline can cause a mess and start the day off
quate lighting and a stash of homework supon the wrong foot.
plies, such as pens, pencils, paper, etc.
Connected. Talking about the school day
lets your child know you care. Ask him to
Make a plan
share two good things that happened during
With your child, glance over her homework
the day. Also, ask specific questions such
and help her come up with a study plan.
as, “Which multiplication facts did you prac- Suggest that she tackle tougher or longer
tice?”
assignments first while she’s fresh and alert.
Prepared. Studying a little every day is
She should be able to follow most homework
the best way to learn new material. Help your instructions without supervision, but let her
child choose a time for homework when she know you’re available if she needs you.
is most alert – and try not to change it.
Increase concentration
Rested. A set bedtime helps kids fall
Some children need calm surroundings to
asleep more quickly. Suggest your child get
focus on homework. Others may study better
in bed 15 minutes early to read, make up
at the kitchen table while you are cooking
stories, or talk quietly with you about the day.
supper. But television is usually too much for
anyone to ignore. Your youngster should
Whose Homework is this, Anyway!
keep the TV off during study time so his mind
You’ve seen your child stare blankly at his is tuned in to his homework.
homework. Or maybe your youngster has a
Plan for long-term projects
hard time settling down and getting started.
Encourage your child to use a calendar to
You know that homework is an important
help plan projects. Divide each project into
part of learning, but how involved should you
steps and write them on the calendar. (They
be? Too much concern may cause kids to
may need your help breaking the assignment
depend to heavily on their parents. Too little
into chunks and choosing deadlines.) Tip:
concern may let academic problems go unWriting daily assignments, as well as longnoticed. Follow these tips – work together for
term projects, on a calendar may help them
study success – and avoid the question,
stay on schedule.
“Whose homework is it anyway?”
The key is for you to stay involved and
Homework improves grades, teaches study
monitor your child’s homework without doing
skills, and increases learning. That’s why it’s
it for her. Consider these suggestions:
important for students to complete their
homework. Here’s how your child can get the  Ask about assignments
job done.
 Maintain a schedule
Get Assignments
 Offer support
Remind your child that it’s his job to write
down assignments. He will need to copy
 Give reminders
them from the board. Also, have them check
teacher websites. He should bring home his  Check homework
assignments, including instructions and
 Provide praise
handouts, the day they are given.
 Team with teachers
* Home & School Connection (September, 2003)

Oct 26 Kindergarten Field
Trip to Pumpkin Patch
Oct 27 Carnival
Oct 31 Holiday Dress Pass
Oct 31 Kindergarten Learning Carnival
Nov 2 Super Slice Pizza
Nov 5 Flu Shots

Eden Gardens Fall Carnival

Mark your calendars and plan to join Eden Gardens for one of our favorite events of
the year, our fall Carnival which will be held October 27 from 11a.m. to 2 p.m. The carnival will include games for all ages, arts and crafts, inflatables, dunking booth, food,
drinks and much more. Armbands and tickets will be sold in advance on payforit.net and
onsite at the carnival. This is a great way to support your school and meet other EGM
families.
Please be on the lookout for our Carnival Food Donation Form coming to you around
the 2nd week of October. We will have grade level specific donation requests such as 2liter drinks, candy and even cookies and cakes for our ever popular cakewalk. One reason our Carnival is always so successful is because of YOUR donations.
Additional parking and transportation will be provided to and from the Blue Cross building on Ashley Ridge. A bus will run from 10:45 a.m. through 1:30 pm. Please email
EGMCarnival@yahoo.com with any questions. We look forward to seeing you all.

Nov 12-15 Book Fair
Nov 13 Christmas Pictures
Nov 13 1st Grade Program,
6 p.m.
Nov 14 Last Running Club
Nov 19-23 No School Thanksgiving Break
Dec 7 Super Slice Pizza
Dec 14 AR Cut Off
Dec 18 Holiday Dress Pass
Dec 18-19 Christmas Parties
Dec 21-31 Christmas Break

EGM Annual Auction

This year’s auction is completely online! ALL AUCTION ITEMS can be viewed on
www.32auctions.com/EGM2018 starting on Sunday, October 7. There will be some
truly amazing deals on birthday parties, a custom EGM quilt, jewelry
items, and an Instant-pot! Class
VIPs such as reserved parking
spots and seating for special events
in addition to Teacher Features
(special parties with your teachers)
will also be available. Once you create an account you can start bidding
or… Set your bids and WALK
AWAY! This is called
a “Proxy Bid.” You will get emails
with the status of your items and
you can increase your bid anytime,
anywhere! The auction closes on
October 28.
Let’s talk FAST PASS! Once again
we have TWO passes for this year.
The passes are good from October
29, 2018 until Carnival 2019! You
get to BYPASS the ENTIRE car line
in the morning and afternoon if you
win! One pass will be offered to the
highest bidder and the second
FAST PASS will be offered through
a raffle. Tickets are available on
PayForIt, in car line and at Carnival
events. The lucky winner will be
drawn at Carnival!
Please join us for a FREE Parent’s
Night Out Auction Kick-Off Party on
October 6 at the Pierremont Oaks
Tennis Club. Tickets for the Burger Bar are available on PayForIt and will be at will
call. Please bring cash for FAST PASS raffle tickets, the “spoon pull” for the chance to
win a gift card of equal or greater value and Football Squares for that night’s college
game. The winner will split the pot with the Eden Gardens. There will be plenty of
games, live music and comradery.
Popsicle Parties on the Playground are now available to purchase for $5 per child
on PayForIt. This PTA fundraiser will be an after school event from 3-4 p.m. on the
following class dates: Nov. 7: Kindergarten, Nov. 8: 1st grade, Nov. 9: 2nd grade,
Nov. 12: 3rd grade, Nov. 14: 4th grade, Nov. 15: 5th grade.
This fundraiser raises 1/3 of the budget for PTA and we are excited that by going
online, anyone can bid from anywhere. So please share the link with friends and family! Thanks again for helping our school become a great place. GO EAGLES!

Eden Gardens Gives Back to our Community
This year Eden Gardens has a new partnership
with Common Ground in Shreveport. Common
Ground is an organization based in Cedar Grove just
blocks away from our school. Common Ground
serves over fifty at risk youths. By Eden Gardens
partnering with Common Ground, our school is taking
a very proactive position in investing in and improving
our community. Common Ground offers a safe place
for the young residents of
Cedar Grove to eat, play,
do homework, and get
help in areas of their life
they made need it. Common Ground never closes - it is open 24/7 365
days a year. The children
of the area can do many
things in this safe space
such as homework, laundry, and have a meal. Common Ground has requirements - the participants must go to school and make
good grades among other responsibilities. These area children and their families are getting real tangible
help and assistance and are able to live a very productive life once they are involved with Common
Ground.
Eden Gardens began this partnership with the end
in mind. The end is a better, safer neighborhood.

Holiday/Sports Dress Pass
is now available for purchase
($25 donation) until Oct. 11.

September 26
October 24
November 28
*Grades 3rd-5th

The children that come out of Common Ground have
a bright future and hope of becoming productive citizens. By Eden Gardens helping Common Ground,
we have a small part in helping to make this happen
which in the end will make our neighborhood great!
Some of the ways we have or will help are: donated
backpacks, donated calculators for Common
Ground's tutoring program, donated pizza left over
from pizza Friday, donated old uniforms after the
Eden Garden's sale was
over, and many more
things. Eden Gardens is
able to do this out of our
excess, we are not asking
parents to donate money
or much if any time. We
are simply able to offer
our neighbors what we
have plenty or too much of.
This partnership is a win-win, Eden Gardens has
the benefit of improving our community while not asking anything more of our parents or faculty and Common Ground will have a few extra meals or supplies
to help the children of Cedar Grove. This is a great
lesson to our children about being a proactive and a
contributing member of a larger community. We look
forward to your support in this initiative.

The EGM Enchanted Forest Book Fair

Thank you to our
Eagle Society Donors
Platinum -500 or more
Paul Cooper
Jason and Lillian Nelson

Gold $250 - $499
George Mina
Lilian and Augustine
Njoku
Silver $125 - $249
Sai Boda
Suzanne Burford
Kyong Sook Kim
Bronze $50 - $124
Erin Aaron
Kishore Malireddy and
Kavitha Beedupalli
Cartria Cathern
LiHui Chen
Brian Cornelius
Mary Crow
Ellen Kirkland
Leigh Madole
Adrienne and Alex
Reich
Leslie and Ryan Smith
Isma Tanveer
Sreedhara Thokala
Patron – up to $49
Barkha Alwani
Scarlett Florence
Jamie Knighton
Aline Leppich
Maria McCarty
Lan Thanh Nguyen
Pratibha Anne-Peddi
Christina Reynolds
Brad Simon
Brandon and Sarah
Young
It’s not too late! For
more information, email
jen.rossi@hotmail.com.

It’s already October in “the garden,” and with that comes the anticipation of cooler
weather, the holidays, and the book fair. As soon as the first decoration goes up out
side of the library, students smile and squeal with excitement as they pass by. How
benevolent our school community is to have students are excited about books!!
Eden Gardens is exceptional because we have students who enjoy literature in all
forms, and caregivers that encourage reading. As a child who did not like to read, it
brings my heart such joy to see my children completely immersed in a book. Our children are growing up in a time where technology fights for their attention constantly.
And while technology certainly has its advantages, there are certain commodities it
cannot replace.
An iPAD cannot replace cherished time between parent and child enjoying a good
read before bed.
A game of Fortnight replace the feeling of pride and accomplishment a student
feels when completing their first chapter books.
An X Box cannot replace the growth in language, vocabulary, and communication
skills.
No screen in the world can replace the joy of making connections with a friend because you both love the same character, series, or author.
The Eden Gardens Fall 2018 book fair is scheduled
for November 12-15. “The Enchanted Forest” book fair is
sure to be a magical one. The library will sprout a few
trees and toadstools, and have a visit from a gnome and
fairy or two. Students will invite their parents and grandparents to join them for lunch in the cafeteria and then
enjoy some book fair shopping time. There is will also be
early and late shopping days for those that can’t make it
during school hours.
Be on the lookout for a schedule for each classroom’s assigned day and time to have lunch and shop. I
hope to see everyone there!

PTA Membership – Together WE grow.
At the beginning of every school year, Eden Gardens PTA holds a membership
drive. I’m sure many of you, like myself, have signed up so your child could have a
chance at winning the extra recess, dress pass, or class pizza party. This is only one
of the benefits of PTA membership. Did you know when you join Eden Garden’s
PTA, you are also joining Louisiana’s PTA and the National PTA?
The National PTA’s Mission Statement is “to make every child’s potential a reality
by engaging and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children.”
By joining the PTA, you have taken the first step to getting involved in our school
community. Our goal is to have 100% parent participation. At the beginning of September we were already at 72% membership! If you haven’t taken the time to join,
you still can by sending your name and $8 membership dues to school in an envelope marked PTA membership.
Some of you might be wondering what your dues pay for; half of the dues you pay
come right back to our PTA and our school. The remainder of the money goes to the
national PTA, state PTA, and parish PTA. This money helps support national programs for our students (Reflections program, Safety poster, etc.) and also helps fund
trainings on the local, state, and national level. PTA membership is not limited to parents and teachers; grandparents, aunts, uncles, neighbors, community leaders; everyone is welcome to join our PTA. The more involvement we have, the more we can
grow involvement at our already fabulous school!
Alycia Smith

