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Dear Parents,
Happy New Year to our Eden Gardens family. I can’t believe
the school year is more than half over already! Before we look
forward to the next several months, I would like to take a moment
to reflect on the second nine weeks in the garden. First and foremost, please accept my personal thank you to each and every
parent who worked on different projects at school. None of the
activities that we do each day would be possible without the help
of our parents. Each time you walk through the front office door,
know just how much you are appreciated.
November and December brought such fun activities with programs, performances, parties and even a Junior Achievement Hot Chocolate Challenge for fourth grade. The generosity of our students never disappoints as we were
able to make a big donation to Shriner’s Hospital through our Children Helping Children project. Our school also made several donations to The Common Ground in
Cedar Grove. Those donations included books from the book fair, pizza and other
food, and Christmas gifts from our teachers to the Common Ground Holiday Market,
allowing participants to come and purchase presents for their relatives with relatively
little or no money to spend. It makes me so proud when our school gives to others.
As we look forward to 2019, I am excited about the possibilities that lie ahead for
our boys and girls. Students will participate in both regional science and social studies fairs, chocolate sales, learning carnivals, the list goes on and on. Shamyant
Boyda will represent us as a finalist in the Caddo Parish Student of the Year competition. We will also start gearing up for state testing. Although that doesn’t officially
happen until April and May, we started preparing in August and will amp up our focus
during the third nine weeks. Please assist us in helping the students transition from
holiday to school time.
Finally, we experienced a tragic loss during 2018 with the death of our student
Brooklynn Dunn. Our sweet boys and girls had to work through this loss both at
school and at home. The outpouring of love that was received by our staff and students was phenomenal. Our EG family rallied around our students and teachers by
providing food for our faculty, volunteering to help the extra counselors on hand in
the library, and holding classrooms for teachers to attend services. This is a loss
that we will feel for many years to come and just another example of why our school
is such a special place. As a school family, we grieve together. Again, I thank you
for sharing your most precious possessions with us. Your children are a blessing.
Sydney D. Allen
Congratulations to the following students who were nominated as finalists
for the Eden Gardens Outstanding Student of the Year:
Shamyant Boda
Chloe Clark
Vennela Malireddy
Claire Rimmer
Alyssa Schnell
Joey Stratton
Tatum Young
Shamyant Boda was chosen Eden Gardens Outstanding Student of the Year.
He will go on to represent us at the Parish Level!

Counselor’s Corner
By Krista Wilburn

Instructional Coordinator’s
Column

Ten New Year’s Resolution
Ideas for Parents

Happy New Year, Eagles! The
spring semester typically flies by, so
hold on to your seats as we blast forward into the next few months of
learning, growing, and challenging
ourselves to accomplish our goals!
Here is a brief outline of what to expect instructionally as we move right
along:

By: Bright Horizons Education
Team

Say “Yes” More. Try saying
“yes” more to spending quality family time and
doing things together.
Say “No” More. When it comes to “I want”, “I
need”, “everyone has it”, and “everyone does
it”, learn how to say “No.”
Worry Less. Keeping kids safe should be a
priority, but don’t let your worries about all the
large and small highly sensationalized harm
that exists out there drive your life. The overwhelming odds are with you. Instead, find
ways to make your kid’s world safer and let
them actively explore what’s around them.
Listen More; Talk Less. Ask, “What do you
think? What are you feeling? Tell me about it.
What would you do?”
Negotiate Less; Explain More. Our kids deserve to know the thinking behind decisions
and expectations but should not be equal partners at the bargaining table. You are the parents.
Read a Little More. It’s not only a good way to
spend time together, but reading to your child,
with your child, and in front of your child will
also help them grow as readers.
Write a Little More. Get in the habit of writing
notes of encouragement, love, recognition, responsibility, and daily appreciation of life.
Expect a Little More. In the new year, expect
more from your children, like good behavior,
responsibility, manners, kindness, and all of
the goodness that lies within your kids.
Expect a Little Less. Be okay with a little less
constant scheduling and enrichment filled
days. Slow down, you move too fast. Children
need a lot of slow to grow. Create a daily
schedule for your kids, as well as yourself, that
is more balanced and realistic.
Connect More. Take steps to maintain friendships. Stay connected with family, the community, those less fortunate, and the natural
world.
Happy New Year to you and your family!

- Look for Report Cards on January 10th . Celebrate
every success, and get with your child’s teacher(s) to
devise a plan for improvement in areas of needing
work.
- Universal Screeners are assessments in the areas of
reading, math, and writing devised to inform instruction
and help teachers plan effective lessons for each student. Our students in grades K – 3 will complete these
screeners during the month of January as teachers
plan instruction for the next nine-weeks and beyond.
- Science Fair: Students in grades 4 and 5 who opted
to complete science fair projects will compete schoolwide on the 11th, and representatives will be selected
via a panel of judges to compete regionally and at the
state level.
- Middle Magnet Testing: Our 5th grade students who
have opted to do so will complete the magnet entrance
assessment for middle school on January 25.
- We will also be preparing for statewide-standardized
testing (LEAP 2025) during this semester. Look out for
more information regarding the schedule and a few reminders for our 2019 testing session, which will take
place in April/May for our 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders.
January is typically the time of year for shifting. Our
instructional pace will shift as we vigilantly increase in
the complexity of standards taught at each grade level.
This is a great time for students to set goals and keep
track of them in their Leadership Notebooks. Goals
should be academic AND personal as students embrace the process of planning, tracking, and achieving
goals now and throughout their lives.
As always, my door is open for questions, concerns,
AND for the sharing of good news about our school.
Looking forward to a FABULOUS year in THE GARDEN!!
Best,
Felecia Gipson

PTA President’s Letter

President, Elizabeth Holtsclaw
Vice President, Alicia Smith
Second VP, Sydney Allen
Third VP, Will Whited
Corresp. Secretary, Leslie Oakes
Recording Secretary, Kathryn Wood
Treasurer, Kelly Straton

Wednesday, March 6
Wednesday, April 10
Wednesday, May 9*
Meetings are held at 12 noon
in the Eden Gardens Library
unless noted.

January 17
April 19
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
CPSB Board Room
1961 Midway Ave
Shreveport

Pta.org
Ptaourchildren.org
Louisianapta.com
Caddodistrictpta.org

As we start a new year in 2019, I am reminded of how fortunate I am to be part of the Eden Gardens PTA family. I first joined this PTA seven years ago, and every year I am amazed by our wonderful
parents, teachers and students. We all work together to ensure we have one of the best schools in Caddo Parish. Thanks to all your hard work, we had a fantastic first semester in the Garden! I would also
like to thank just a few of those that have worked behind the scenes making sure that our PTA runs
smoothly every day. Beth Edmonds, Mary Acosta and committee held the first AR treat day and have
been preparing for the second. Blair Irion, Catherine Thornton, Rachael Vanderlick and committee
planned and executed an extremely successful Book Fair. Kelly Stratton continues to stay on top of our
finances, bills, and getting reimbursement checks out to our volunteers quickly. Carnival chair, Renee
Carr, and committee planned and executed the fall carnival for our families. They did a fantastic job
making sure that fun was had by all and Amanda Brewer provided great food. Laurel Brightwell has
brought thought provoking articles to discuss at our PTA Meetings as Chaplain. Olivia Lind has helped
to improve communications between the PTA and parents and has kept the community informed of
what Eden Gardens happenings as head of Communications. Laurel Brightwell and committee put together a PDF directory that can be accessed from electronic devices. Leslie Smith has put in countless
hours to get this and previous newsletters in the hands of our parents. Elba Hamilton has worked hard
to update our new website and continues to add information so that we know what is happening in the
Garden. Katy Chambers and Mrs. Gipson have done an incredible job of making our official Eden Gardens Magnet Facebook page a great source of information. Please like our page on Facebook if you
have not already. Beth Edmonds has been busy planning Cook’s Night Out at various restaurants
around town. Stacy Eppers and committee have gathered and submitted our Reflections, Safety Poster,
and “My Louisiana” entries for Cultural Arts. Congratulations to all our talented winners! Jennifer Rossi
and committee have been organizing our Eagle Society donations. Remember, it is not too late to donate and these donations are tax deductible. Brooke and Gabriel Balderas have continued to enrich our
upper grades with Eagle Sprouts. Olivia Lind, Katie Guin, Melissa Gillum and committee are continuing
to work hard to make sure that our soon to be graduates have a memorable 5th Grade Finale. Lacey
Whited and committee oversaw a very successful Fall Box Tops Collection and incentives contest. Our
PTA membership drive finished strong thanks to Vice President Alicia Smith and committee. Olivia Lind
and Allison Guy have coordinated with our Room Moms to make sure that our parents are in the
know. Jessica Calhoun orchestrated all of the back to school and office volunteers. Thank you to everyone that volunteers to help our school operate like a well-oiled machine! Alicia Smith, Mary Acosta and
committee make sure that our kiddos get fed and have fun on Pizza Fridays. Julie Jordan and committee headed up the very successful Holiday Dress Pass fundraiser. Kathryn Wood and committee have
made sure that picture days run smoothly as Portrait Helpers. Laura Pou and committee have our campus landscaping look amazing. Sarah Hamauei made some changes to ensure our children can continue to help our environment and learn the importance of recycling. Our school supplies committee members, headed by Robyn Alleman, had all of our students’ supplies sorted and delivered to their classrooms for the first day of school. The Silent Auction Committee, chaired by Kristy Dye, Nancy Pipkin
and Jamie Scoggin, hosted a kick off October Fest Party and the Silent Auction was held online for the
first time this year. Both events were very successful with a great group of parents working together to
support our school. Their team worked countless hours in planning this successful event. Thank you to
all that participated! Lauren Tordone and committee have been planning for Teacher Appreciation
week. Ryan Wilkerson and committee ran a very organized Uniform Sale at the beginning of the year.
Mrs. Wilburn with Lindsay Smith, Laura Pou and committee hosted an impressive Open House. Lisa
Clark and committee hosted a welcoming new student reception for new students and their parents before school started. Holly Johnson and committee hosted a well-attended Boo Hoo Breakfast for kindergarten parents. Pat Roberts and committee made sure that the teachers started the school year off on
the right foot with a breakfast before the students arrived in August. Louise Sistrunk has coordinated
with Common Ground in an effort to help our surrounding community by donating food to their afterschool program. As Recording Secretary, Kathryn Wood has kept our PTA minutes and records at our
meetings. Leslie Oaks has kept up with thank you notes and written communication as Corresponding
Secretary. These volunteers and committee chairs are just to name a few!
Because of all of your generosity, the children were surprised by new water faucets to fill their water
bottles at school made possible by our successful fundraising and your PTA dues. We also have plans
to commercially clean all of the bathrooms. As you can tell, we have a lot of good things taking place
here at the Garden! All of these events, though sponsored by the PTA, would not be possible without
you - our parents! Thank you for your time, talents and donations. It is because of your support that we
are able to provide the best educational experience for our children. As we close the door on 2018, I
want to say THANK YOU for providing me with the opportunity to serve as president of the PTA. Happy
New Year and I look forward to serving with you in 2019!
Elizabeth Holtsclaw
Eden Gardens Magnet PTA President

Feb 14 Holiday Dress Pass

Children Helping Children

Sharing the spirit of the holidays with other children has become a tradition at
Eden Gardens. “Children Helping Children” allows our students to focus on giving rather than receiving. Our project this year focused on “Leaders, shine bright
Feb 18 President’s Day - No by helping others” with Shriner’s Hospitals for Children - Shreveport. We raised
money to buy small toys and other items for their patients. What a wonderful way
School
to share “The Reason for the Season.” Thank you so much for supporting this
project.
Feb 19-20 Winter Break No School
Feb 15 Fourth in February
for 2nd Grade

March 1 Pizza Slice Day
March 1 AR Cut Off
March 1 Dr. Seuss Day for
1st Grade
March 8 Louisiana Learning
Carnival for 3rd Grade
March 14 Spring Pictures
March 18-22 Teacher
Appreciation Week
March 21 Straight A Party
March 25 - 29 Spring Break
- No School
April 1 Pizza Slice Day
April 19 / April 21 Easter
Holiday - No School

Laurel Rice Brightwell, 2018-19 PTA Chaplain

Teacher Appreciation Week
Candy Land, “How sweet it is to be taught by you!”

Thank you to our
Eagle Society Donors
Platinum -500 or more
Paul Cooper
Jason and Lillian Nelson
Gold $250 - $499
George Mina
Lilian and Augustine
Njoku
Silver $125 - $249
Sai Boda
Suzanne Burford
Kyong Sook Kim
Bronze $50 - $124
Erin Aaron
Kishore Malireddy and
Kavitha Beedupalli
Cartria Cathern
LiHui Chen
Brian Cornelius
Mary Crow
Ellen Kirkland
Leigh Madole
Adrienne and Alex
Reich
Leslie and Ryan Smith
Isma Tanveer
Sreedhara Thokala
Patron – up to $49
Barkha Alwani
Scarlett Florence
Jamie Knighton
Aline Leppich
Maria McCarty
Lan Thanh Nguyen
Pratibha Anne-Peddi
Christina Reynolds
Brad Simon
Brandon and Sarah
Young
It’s not too late! For
more information, email
jen.rossi@hotmail.com.

Teacher Appreciation Week is fast approaching in the “garden” and the Committee is hard at work planning a spectacular week for our faculty and staff. This is a
very important week to help celebrate and appreciate everyone that has such a daily
impact on our children’s lives. Not only do our children receive an excellent education but it is done so in a caring and nurturing environment.
Mark your calendars for Candy Land, March 18-22, 2019. We are so excited for
the endless opportunities that this fun and festive theme has to offer. With decorations and sweet treats this is sure to be an amazing week for all our teachers and students! During that special week we will celebrate the teachers and staff by providing
daily meals served in the lounge, showering them with gifts, their favorite treats,
thanks you notes from the students, and decorations throughout the hallways and on
the classroom doors! Be on the look out for more information to come home with your
child at the end of January! Your participation is always needed and greatly appreciated!
We would love your help! Please join us to help plan and share your ideas! We
could not do this without the help of our wonderful parents! If you have any questions
or would like to participate please contact Lauren Tordone at
laurendiane76@yahoo.com.

Laissez les bons temps rouler! Get
ready for the Eden Gardens “Krewe of
Eagle” Fun Run. The run rolls out on
Tuesday, March 5. Be on the lookout for
packets coming home soon with more
race information and how you can help
sponsor the event.
The Enchanted Garden Book Fair was magical! We hope
you are enjoying all your new books. A huge thank you to
Mrs. Roach, the Book Fair committee, and to all the volunteers that worked a shift, puffed a pom, or scanned books for
AR levels. There is no way we could have done it without
each of you.
Get excited about our upcoming DINO-MITE Book Fair:
Stomp, Chomp, and Read! Mark your calendar for this
fun event being held May 6-9. There will also be special
mornings where dads and moms can come enjoy a yummy
breakfast and shop the Book Fair! Stay tuned for those times
and dates.

